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Breakthrough Britain: Youth Justice 

Key facts: 

• It is those young people who have experienced educational failure and family 

breakdown who overwhelmingly end up in the youth justice system:  

o 42% of female young offenders have experienced domestic violence. i 

� 73% of young offenders describe their academic achievement as 

zero. ii 

• England and Wales spend 11 times more on locking children up than on 

preventing their involvement in crime in the first place. iii 

• The re-offending rate for young offenders leaving custody is currently 77%. 

The re-offending rate for young offenders leaving community sentences is currently 

69%.iv 

• Custody is not safe:  

o 30 children have died in custody since 1990 

o In 2007, there were over 1,000 self-harm incidents among children aged 

between 15 and 17. v 

• Failures of the juvenile secure estate: 

o Poor mental health care: Despite the fact that up to 95 per cent of young 

offenders may have at least one mental health disorder, only 53 per cent 

received care from local child and adolescent mental health services 

(CAMHS) in 2006. vi 

o Poor education: The more welfare-orientated Secure Training Centres 

and Secure Children’s Homes provide formal education for 25 hours per 

week, 50 weeks per year. YOIs have a stated target of 25 hours per week, 

yet around 15 per cent of young offenders in YOIs only receive between 15 

and 20 hours, while around 25 per cent receive less than 15 hours. vii 

o Inadequate support upon release: In 2004-2005, 54 per cent of those 

leaving YOIs had no recorded education, training or employment place. viii 

• Children in custody are getting younger: The use of custody for 10-14 year 

olds has increased by 550 per cent since 1996. ix 

• Custody is not used as a last resort: Between 2003 and 2006, there was a 39 

per cent increase in the number of children dealt with formally in the criminal justice 

system for minor offences. x 

 

Key areas for review: 

Youth crime is a disturbing symptom and consequence of social breakdown. It is those 

young people who have experienced educational failure and family breakdown who 

overwhelmingly end up in the youth justice system. The current youth justice system fails to 

properly rehabilitate young offenders so that they can go on to lead law-abiding and positive 

lives. Custody is currently neither a safe nor a productive place for children, and community 

orders appear to be equally as ineffective. Once a sentence is complete, many of these 

young people turn back to crime and end up back in the system as adults. The human and 

financial cost to society of such failure is staggering. 



 

The Centre for Social Justice believes that the current youth justice system is in desperate 

need of reform, and to that end, will complete a wide-ranging review. Key themes of the 

report will include: cause and prevention of youth crime; progression from crime to the 

youth justice system; role and efficacy of youth courts; effectiveness of both community and 

custodial sentences; suitability of post-sentence support; and Governance and accountability 

structures. 
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